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Adequate Yearly Progress Determination Notice to Parents

May 11, 2010
Dear Parents and Guardians,

As part of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLBA), we are required to notify you about The St. Johnsbury School’s most recent Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) status from  the Fall 2009 NECAP results (which reflect the 2008-2009 teaching year). The state requires that this notification contain information about what AYP identification means, reasons for being identified which include all the subgroups that did not meet AYP as well as what we are planning to do to address this.  

The first administration of the NECAPs began in the fall of 2005, which reflected the 2004-2005 teaching year; this is the 5th year of NECAP data.  Although we did not make AYP overall, this is the first year that the SJS made AYP in Reading for the ‘All Students’ subgroup.  This means that we met the annual measurable objective target (AMO) set by the state. Given that we did not make AYP for all subgroups in both Reading and Math, we are in Year 4 of Corrective Action. 
“For every school, AYP must be determined for all tested students, regardless of the number of students and for any of the following groups for which there are 40 or more students in Mathematics and Reading: Economically disadvantaged students; Students with disabilities, Limited English proficient students, and six major racial ethnic groups.” The federal law requires that all students be held to the same standards and expectations for AYP targets. http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_accountability/ayp_faq.html. 
We did not meet the AYP requirements for students in the following subgroups for reading: economically disadvantaged and students with disabilities.  We did not meet the AYP requirements in mathematics for students in all subgroups.
The SJS met the academic indicator and the 95% participation requirements for AYP this year.  The academic indicator is the percentage of students in the lowest achievement level of the reading test.  The percent of SJS students in the lowest achievement levels is 10% (using the confidence interval).  The percentage of students must be below 15% to meet the academic indicator, which we did. 
What does this mean for the SJS?
As you know, we will be working with the Vermont Department of Education to implement the ‘Transformational Model’ for school improvement because of the TIER I identification status.   The Tier 1 determination period did not include the NECAP scores reported in this document (2008-2009 teaching year). We are looking forward to continuing the strategies that have proven to be effective and to implement new strategies to address the needs of all our students with the guidance of the Department of Education.  The specific transformational plan has not been determined as of this date, but you will be informed as the model is developed and implemented! 
This year, the commissioner’s required actions included:

· Development of the Language Arts and Mathematics Curriculum 
· Upscale of the Keeping Learning on Track Formative Assessment Program and Teacher Learning Communities

· Middle School Restructuring

· Progress Monitoring and Data Collection 

· Participation in the Principal’s Learning Community

· Supplemental Educational Services

If you would like additional information about the commissioner’s required actions and our progress, it is fully explained in the ‘SJS Report Card’ which is available on the Principal’s page at www.stjsd.org  
If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call! 

Sincerely, 

Marion Anastasia

